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 we can of course pronounce no opinion on them. We should gather
 from the tone of his work that agriculture in Italy at this moment is,
 as far as the art of cultivation is concerned, at a standstill. After the
 suppression of brigandage in South Italy consequent on the establish-
 ment of the Italian Monarchy it began to make considerable progress.
 This however was arrested in the manner already mentioned, and the
 question arose how to set it going again. The first step seems in his
 opinion to be the multiplication of a class of proprietors with sufficient
 intelligence to see the necessity of scientific agriculture, and sufficient
 capital to fulfil its requirements. Their properties must not be too
 large to admit of personal management; they must be their own
 tenants, and prepared to lead busy and not idle lives. When the land
 shall have been more generally parcelled out among owners of this
 description then we may expect that the wheels of progress will begin
 to move, and that considerations of machinery, chemistry, and skilled
 labour will come in for their due share of attention. In the work
 before us Professor Re does not enter into these questions at all, so we
 are to conclude that till the framework of agriculture, so to speak, is
 arranged upon a different plan he thinks it useless to discuss them.

 T. E. KEBBEL

 The Iron and Steel Industries of Belgium and Germainy : Report
 of the Delegation organised by the British Iron Trade Associ-
 ation. (London: King and Son. 1896. ,8vo, pp. 74.)

 ORGANISED by the British Iron Trade Association, a delegation paid
 last summer a series of visits to the establishments of certain firms in
 Belgiumr and Germany engaged in the iron and steel industries; and
 the results of the inquiries made on this occasion are published in a
 Report which contains matter of much interest. The composition of
 the group by which these inquires were carried out is worthy of re-
 mark, the delegates having been seven employers and the same number
 of representatives of workmen. On the employers' side were two
 gentlemen representing the Midland Wages Board, two representing
 the Board of Conciliation and Arbitration for the Manufactured Iron
 and Steel Trade of the North of England, one representing the North
 of England Iron and Steel Manufacturers' Association, one represent-
 ing the West of Scotland Steel Manufacturers' Wages Board, and Mr.
 J. Stephen Jeans, Secretary to the British Iron Trade Association. The
 workmen's delegates were Mr. Edward Trow (a member of the Royal
 Commission on Labour), who is at once the operative secretary of the
 Board of Conciliation and Arbitration for the Manufactured Iron and
 Steel Trade of the North of England and the general secretary of the
 Associated Iron and Steel Workers of Great Britain, Mr. J. Cox, who
 is vice-chairman of the same Board and assistant secretary to the same
 Association, the operative secretary of the Midland Wages Board (who
 is also president of the Iron and Steel Workers' Association), the vice-
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 chairman of the Midland Wages Board, the general secretary of the

 National Federation of Blast Furnacemen and agent for the Cumber-

 and and Lahcashire district, the president of the same Federation and

 agent for the Cleveland and Durham district, and the general operative
 secretary to the Conciliation Board of the Steel Industry Coun3il of

 the West of Scotland (who is also secretary to the Amalgamated Society

 of Steel and Iron Workers of Scotland). That we in the United King-
 dom have not a little to learn from our Continental neighbours, the

 Report drawn up by this delegation clearly shows; but, at any rate,
 the constitution of this joint body must have impressed both masters

 and men abroad as proving the existence between strongly organised
 bodies of employers, on the one hand, and of employed, on the other,

 of relations marked by mutual respect and good will, and as affording

 an example of a virtual partnership between employers and workmen,

 for which it would be difficult to find a parallel in any other country.

 Put shortly, the object of the inquiries undertaken by this delega-

 tion was to ascertain the economic conditions affecting the competition

 of the iron and steel industries of Belgium and Germany with those of

 this country. As to the cost of fuel, Belgium was found to stand at a

 disadvantage as compared with the United Kingdom; while in
 Germany the cost of coal at the mine's mouth is about the same as
 here. So far as concerns quality, the Belgian coal is not as good as
 British; while in Germany ' both the so-called forging or smith's

 coal and the coking coal are stated to be excellent.' Both in Belgium

 and in Germany special attention is paid to the recovery of the bye-
 products of the coal in the process of manufacturing coke; on the
 *question how far the coke is deteriorated by this system, no opinion is

 expressed; in any case, it tends to cheapen the coke supplies. In
 Belgium nearly all the iron ore is imported, mostly from Luxembourg,
 whence it is transported (75 to 125 miles) at from 3s. 4d. to 4s. 7d. per
 ton. Most of the blast furnaces of Rhineland and Westphalia get

 their own ore from Luxembourg, the Moselle, and Alsace-Lorraine; tak-
 ing into account the poor quality of the ore, its cost at the furnaces is

 said to be considerably greater than that of the ores consumed in

 Cleveland, Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire. Owing to the proxi-
 mate exhaustion of the richer grades of Minette ores in Alsace-Lorraine,
 it is estimated that in a couple of years the cost of producing pig-iron
 will be increased about is. 6d. per ton. As it is, the comparative
 value of a ton of pig-iron is:-

 Germany. Belgium. Scotland. Cleveland.
 shillings. shillings. shillings. shillings.

 Foundry iron 47'68 4610 42 8 35*7
 Forge iron 40'77 401 - 36 0
 Basic pig 42 01 45-7 - 366

 In regard to the wages-cost per ton and to the rates of wages, the

 xeader who expects to find a direct comparison between the Continentand
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 the United Kingdom will be disappointed. Certain facts as to foreign
 wages are stated, and the British manufacturer, knowing the facts as to
 his own works, will be able to make some sort of comparison for him-
 self. It appears, however, to be clear that Belgian wages are low, but
 that, on the other hand, Belgian cheap labour is so inefficient that
 more men must be employed to do a given job than are required in
 this country (in some cases twice as many men). German wages
 appear to be on a quite liberal scale; it is also noted that the wages
 are better distributed in Germany than here. The head work-men,
 that is, instead of being allowed, as 'mill contractors' are in this
 country, to employ their own subordinates, and to make large sums,
 are more moderately remunerated, while the men under them get a
 fairer share of the total price of the work; at the same time, the head
 men in Germany have not the same responsibility as with us, the
 supervision of the work there resting mainly with a superior official. -

 With regard to the equipment of the foreign works ' there is no
 room for doubt that the Belgian and German iron and steel works are
 well to the front in respect to the mechanical means of production.'
 Some of the German works, in particular, appear to be splendidly
 equipped, the machinery being very powerful and capable of running
 at great speed. As to the productiveness of the workmen's labour,
 the average annual output of iron ore per workman has, between 1878
 and 1893, advanced from 200 tons to 329 tons in Germany and from
 750 to 876 tons in the Cleveland district. Both in Germany and in
 this country the efficiency of labour in the blast-furnaces has greatly
 increased of late years, but no statistical comparison is possible. In
 the manufacturing departments the efficiency of foreign labour is stated
 to be lower than that of the British workmen. The arrangements
 made abroad for the technical education of foremen, managers &c., are
 spoken of as much superior to those which exist in this country. The
 Report states that the cost of administration is usually less than
 in British works.

 Royalties, it is stated, are higher here than abroad. Into the
 question of the advantage, which the foreign manufacturer is stated to
 derive from the lower rates charged for railway transport, no one but
 an expert would care to enter. But with respect to this, which
 is stated to be ' undoubtedly the greatest factor in favour of the foreign
 producer,' it may be pointed out that nany of the railways concerned
 are Government railways, and that to give very low rates of transport
 as bounties to stimulate export is said to be a favourite policy with
 foreign Governments having the control of railway systems. At the
 same time, a further bounty is provided by the protective tariffs, which
 enable the foreign manufacturers, while exporting, as this Report states
 that they in some cases do, at a loss, to recoup themselves by forcing
 the home consumers to ' pay through the nose' for their requirements.
 But while the action of the State abroad in certain respects places the
 British manufacturer at a disadvantage, on the other hand, some of
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 our Continental competitors must find themselves not inconsiderably
 handicapped by the very heavy burdens which the State imposes upon
 them for the maintenance of workmen's accident, sick, and pension funds.

 While much impressed by'the extensive character of the calls made
 by the State upon the employers, the delegates incline to think that

 the German masters obtain a fair equivalent, because ' the existence of

 these funds, involving, as they do, the care and protection of the
 employed by their employers, does appear to secure harmonious rela-
 tions between them.' That, not -alone the employers' delegates, but
 also the representatives of the workmen in our iron and steel trades,
 who have suffered great hardships through the stoppage of their coal
 and coke supplies owing to strikes among the coal miners, should be
 favourably impressed by any system which appears able to secure
 industrial peace, is easy to understand. But whether the establish-

 ment in this country of State accident, sick, and pension funds, however
 desirable on other grounds such a step may be, would very largely con-

 tribute to put an end to all conflicts between employers and employed
 in the British coal trade or any other British industry, will seem to

 many of us to be at the least very doubtful.

 DAVID F. SCHLOSS
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